Draft Letter to MPs

(Please personalise before sending)

Dear MP

I am writing to you about my company’s serious concern about the new motorcycle test which is due to be introduced at the end of April. My business, (name of company) is (type of company) and employs ### people. We are a key local player in the £3 billion UK motorcycle industry. My company is a member of the Motor Cycle Industry Trainer Association Association (MCITA).  (delete if not a member)
The new motorcycle test is being introduced as a requirement of a European regulation called the Second Driving Licence Directive. The new test will be introduced at the end of April. The new test incorporates a number of new manoeuvres which are designed to complement the existing test. Some of these need to be performed at 50kph (31.06mph). Due to an oversight on the part of the UK Government during European negotiations on the new test some years ago, the UK failed to argue for a derogation to allow the manoeuvres to be conducted at 30mph, meaning that a requirement emerged for new off road testing sites. 

The Government originally planned to create around 90 test sites and suggested that there would be no increase to the motorcycle test fee, but since 2006 the DSA have been working on the development of only 66 test sites, which are known as Multi Purpose Test Centres (MPTC). The existing test is being delivered on approximately 250 test sites around the UK. This means that even with the full range of MPTCs, the number of test centres will fall by around 80%.

Unfortunately, there are currently only 45 MPTCs ready for the new test and the MCI and motorcycle trainers are extremely concerned that the testing and training system is in danger of collapse if the new test goes ahead with the current inadequate level of testing infrastructure, with a resulting loss of jobs and businesses.  
Motorcycle trainers are having serious difficulties in securing test bookings during the period after the new test is introduced, in some cases, only half the number of tests is available to meet demand. This is having a serious impact in many local businesses and a number of motorcycle trainers are considering whether or not their business will be viable under the new test regime.

The significantly reduced number of test sites means that candidates will be forced to travel much longer distances to take their test, often to unfamiliar towns over an hour’s ride away. This cannot be good for road safety. 

Although the new test is meant to be about improving motorcycle safety, the logjam in testing availability and the serious reduction of testing infrastructure is more likely to compromise safety than enhance it. 
There is also considerable anger over the increased fees for motorcycle tests. Over the course of 2009, the cost of a motorcycle test will rise by 50% to just over £90 compared to September 2008. This is not a proportionate increase, as the cost of a car test will only rise by 15% over the same period.

MCI and motorcycle training bodies are calling on Ministers to implement the test in a way that ensures that the supply of tests can meet demand and to consider again whether the DSA should reconsider its strategy for the new test. 
I am writing to you to seek your support for the industry and MCI’s call for action to be taken by the Government to resolve the emerging crisis in motorcycle testing, before we see job losses, business closures, and serious compromises to road safety.
For further information, I attach MCI’s recent letter to the Minister below and look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours faithfully,

